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level, achieving beyond belief! 
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Burnette 
Blast 

Mark Your Calendar   

 

4/15: 5th Grade GMAS 
(ELA Section 1) 
 
4/16: 5th Grade GMAS 
(ELA Section 2) 
 
4/17: 5th Grade GMAS 
(ELA Section 3) 
 
4/18: 3rd Grade GMAS 
(Math Section 1) 
 
4/18: Spring Picture 
Orders due 
 
4/19: 3rd Grade GMAS 
(Math Section 2) 
 

 

Our students have hit the ground 
running with Georgia Milestones 
testing in grades 3, 4, and 5!  
Kindergarten, First, and Second 
grade students are supporting them 
by being super quiet in the 
hallways, in the restrooms, and in 
the cafeteria.  They are also 
making class cards and writing 
notes to cheer them on!  Burnette 
students are doing a great job of 
showing their Lion PRIDE and 
teamwork!  Go Lions! 
 
 
 We are very excited to introduce a new 

member to the Burnette Team, Mrs. Melissa 
Dienhart.  Mrs. Dienhart is our new assistant 
principal for Kindergarten, First Grade, 
Second Grade, and Special Education.  We 
are delighted to have Mrs. Dienhart at 
Burnette ES! 
 

 

  

We would like to 
congratulate Mrs. Janet 
Whiten on her retirement!  
Ms. Whiten opened Burnette 
with us nine years ago as 
the Data Manager/Registrar.  
We are happy to announce 
that one of our staff 
members, Mrs. Cyndi Moss, 
who also opened Burnette 
with us has moved into the 
Data Manager/Registrar 
position. 

 



BURNETTE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Kindergarten Registration 
Below you will find a list of documents which you will need to bring to Kindergarten Registration. This 
will allow us to enroll your child in Kindergarten at Burnette Elementary School for the 2019-20 school 
year. Also, please complete the online registration by clicking here.  

 Certified copy of Birth Certificate (child must be 5 years old on or before 9/1/19) 
 2 proofs of residency including: 

A lease, settlement statement; homeowner’s insurance policy; non-contingent sales contract; 
deed; most recent Income Tax Return; current paycheck stub; current residential property tax 
statement or bill – must be same address in the attendance zone. Any of these must be 
accompanied by at least one current utility bill with same name and address (only gas, water, or 
electric is accepted); except with a deed – when two current utility bills are required.  
If the student’s family is residing in the home or apartment of another individual, the 
following is necessary for enrollment: 
Notarized Residency Affidavit (available at school) for both parties to fill out to include: 
Proofs of residency for person with whom family is living (see requirements above) 

 Georgia certificate of immunization obtained within the last 12 months. 
(state form #3231) 

 Evidence of vision, hearing, dental, and nutrition exams obtained within the last 12 months. (state form 
#3300) 

 Social Security Card 
 Parent or guardian’s photo ID 

Our registration event for you and your child 

will be held on 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

from 1:00pm to 6:00pm 
Come to the front lobby for this event. 

 

 

3221 McGinnis Ferry Road, Suwanee, GA 30024 

  

Kindergarten Round-Up for You and Your Child 
Thursday, May 9th 

9:30am – 10:45am  

Visit classrooms, meet staff, tour the building, ride a school bus. 

http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/parents/content/general-info/kindergarten-registration
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Media News 
 
Come and book it for the bus!  Join our Bookmobile 5K this year!  All 
children under 18 who participate in the 5K earn a free book!  Mrs. C and 
her family will be out there running... or trying to run! We hope to see 
you there!  For more information or to sign up, go to bookmobile5K.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don't miss out on reading rewards! Students in fourth and fifth grade who 
complete the 40 Book Challenge will earn a ticket to the Bookmobile. For 
more information and a "how to" video, please check the Media eClass 
page. Students in third grade are working on this during their weekly 
media center visits. Third grade students will need to complete either 
the 40 Book Challenge or the Series Book Challenge to earn a Bookmobile 
ticket. For our K -2 students, the March/April reading log will be used as 
your ticket to the bookmobile. The GCPS Bookmobile will be visiting our 
school again on May 15. 

 

https://www.fundracers.org/?url=bookmobile5k.com
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Counseling Corner 
 

18 Ways to Avoid Power Struggles 

Dr. Jane Nelsen is a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist and Child Counselor in San Diego, CA. Jane’s doctorate 
degree in Educational Psychology (from the University of San Francisco in 1979) is secondary to the education and 
experience she achieved from her successes and failures as a mother of seven children. She now shares this wealth of 
knowledge and experience as a popular keynote speaker and workshop leader throughout the country. Jane is the 
author and co-author of the best-selling Positive Discipline Series.  
Power struggles create distance and hostility instead of closeness and trust. Distance and hostility create resentment, 
resistance, rebellion (or compliance with lowered self-esteem). Closeness and trust create a safe learning environment. 
You have a positive influence only in an atmosphere of closeness and trust where there is no fear of blame, shame or 
pain. 

Strategies for Avoiding the Power Struggle Create a win/win environment. HOW? The following suggestions teach 
children important life skills including self-discipline, responsibility, cooperation and problem-solving skills—instead of 
"approval junkie" compliance or rebellion. 

1. Decide what you will do. "I will read a story after teeth are brushed." "I will cook only in a clean kitchen." "I will 
drive only when seat belts are buckled." (I will pull over to the side of the road when children are fighting.) 

2. Follow Through. The key to this one and all of the following is KINDNESS AND FIRMNESS AT THE SAME TIME. 
(Pull over to the side of the road without saying a word. Children learn more from kind and firm actions rather 
than words.) 

3. Positive Time Out. Create a "nurturing" (not punitive) time out area with your child. 

4. Distraction for Young Children and lots of supervision. Punishment decreases brain development. Children are 
often punished for doing what they are developmentally programmed to do—explore. (Please read Positive 
Discipline for Preschoolers.) 

5. Get children involved in the creation of routines (morning, chores, bedtime). Then the routine chart becomes 
the boss. 

6. Ask what and how questions: "How will we eat if you don't set the table?" "What is next on our routine chart?" 
"What was our agreement about what happens to toys that aren't picked up?" "What happened?" "How do you 
feel about what happened?" "What ideas do you have to solve the problem?" (This does not work at the time of 
conflict, nor does it work unless you are truly curious about what you child has to say.) 

7. Put the problem on the family meeting agenda and let the kids brainstorm for a solution. 

8. Use ten words or less. One is best: Toys, Towels, Homework. (Sometimes these words need to be repeated 
several times.) 

9. Encourage cooperation. Say, "I can't make you, but I really need your help." 

10. No words: Use pantomime, charades, or notes. A loving "nice try" look. 

11. Non-verbal signals. These should be planned in advance with the child. An empty plate turned over at the 
dinner table as a reminder of chores that need to be completed before dinner; a sheet over the television as a 
reminder that homework needs to be done first or that things need to be picked up in the common areas of the 
house. 

 

https://www.positivediscipline.com/dr-jane-nelsen
https://www.positivediscipline.com/catalog/books
https://www.positivediscipline.com/products/positive-discipline-preschoolers
https://www.positivediscipline.com/products/positive-discipline-preschoolers


 

Burnette Blast Page 4 

Character Trait of the Week 
 

Be Gentle 
Show 
Your

PRIDE

• Look for ways to be kind.
• Use good manners.
• Use a calm voice and 

appropriate words.
• Say things like: “please”, 

“thank you”, “excuse me” 
and “I’m sorry”.

• Move carefully.
• Walk indoors, try not to 

bump into other people.

 

Counseling Corner continued… 
 

12. Use reflective listening. Stop talking and listen. Try to understand not only what your child is saying, but what 
she means. 

13. Limited choices: "Do you want to do your homework before dinner or after dinner?" "Do you want to set the 
table or clean up after dinner?" 

14. Make a "Wheel of Choice" together. Draw a big circle and divide into wedges. Brainstorm lots of solutions to 
problems. Draw illustrations for each solution. During a conflict, invite child to pick something from the wheel. 

15. Create a game: Beat the clock or sing songs while getting chores done. 

16. Do it WITH them. You may even want to go to the positive time out area with them. 

17. Use your sense of humor: Here comes the tickle monster to get little children who don't pick up their toys. 
This creates closeness and trust and can be followed by one of the above. 

18. HUGS! HUGS! HUGS! A hug is often enough to change the behavior—theirs and yours. 
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APRIL 25 
PTA GENERAL MEETING & 
CHANCE AUCTION DRAWING 
BES Conference Room 
 
MAY 3 
LABEL LADIES- BOXTOPS 
COLLECTION 
BES upper & lower lobbies 
 
APRIL 6 to APRIL 10 
TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 
 
* FIFTH GRADE FAMILIES: If you 
purchased a nameplate for your 
yearbook, they will be distributed in 
May. 
 
 

START YOUR BIDDINGS! Our school’s 9th Chance Auction 
has already started!  
 
Tickets will be available for pre-purchase through an 
order form that will be sent home in Friday Folders on 
April 12th. Each ticket purchased supports BES greatly!   
 
Winners will be drawn on April 25th, during our General 
PTA Meeting. Families do not need to be present to 
participate or win.   
 
If you have any questions or would like additional 
information, please contact Anne Zielinski by email 
at avzielinski@gmail.com or by phone / text at  
404-307-7146. 
 

 

 

 
BES PTA is looking for  

Executive Board Officers: 
 

PRESIDENT/ CO PRESIDENT 
VICE PRESIDENT/ CO VP 

SECRETARY 
TREASURER 

 
Contact: Alicia Feightner at 

aliciaandava@gmail.com 

SSuuppppoorrtt  BBEESS    
CChhaannccee  AAuuccttiioonn  

 

 

mailto:avzielinski@gmail.com
https://www2.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
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Burnette Elementary School 
3221 McGinnis Ferry Rd 
Suwanee, GA 30024 
 
Phone: 678-546-2170  Fax: 678-546-2515 

Website: 
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/BurnetteES/home.html 

 

Superintendent: Mr. Alvin Wilbanks  

Assistant Superintendent: Dr. Clay Hunter  

School Board Member: Dr. Mary Kay Murphy 

Burnette Elementary 
Vision / Mission 
 

Burnette Elementary School supports the Vision 
and Mission of Gwinnett County Public Schools.  

Our Mission 

Burnette Elementary School will pursue 
excellence as we teach the Academic Knowledge 
and Skills at the highest levels, engaging students 
in critical thinking, problem solving, and 
collaborative communication so that they may 
achieve at their highest potential. 

Our Beliefs 

• Our core business is teaching and learning.  

• All children can learn at or above grade 
level.  

• All children should reach their learning 
potential.  

• The school effect is important and has a 
profound impact on every child's life.  

• A quality instructional program requires a 
rigorous curriculum, effective teaching, and 
ongoing assessment.  

• All children should be taught in a safe and 
secure learning environment.   

 
Did you know Burnette 

PTA has a Facebook 
page?  Like us to keep 
up with postings and 

news! 
 

 

Business Partner Spotlight 
 

 

 
 

Karen Burnette Garner 
  In memory of Briscoe and Era Burnette 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/BurnettePTA/
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